
Did you know a raingarden 
should be dry 48 hours after 
a rain fall? 

Something to consider in 
your raingarden design. 
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Biofiltration Raingardens
(with underdrain) These 
raingardens will work in all 
soils type within the District 
(HSG A, B, C, & D) as a gate 
valve can be opened after 48 
hours of a rain event to help 
draw the stormwater water 
through the biomedia before 
leaving cleaned via the drain. 
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Bioretention Raingardens
(without underdrain) These 
rain gardens are permittable 
in HSG A or B (sandy) as long 
if soils are not compacted and 
the raingarden doesn’t hold 
water past 48 hours of storm 
event. Sandy soils are 
naturally good at infiltrating 
stormwater. Bioretention 
basins capture and allow time 
for the infiltration to occur.

*Biofiltration is the CMSCWD 
recommended approach in all 
soils. 

**If staff inspections determine 
that a rain garden isn’t draining 
properly the underdrain may 
become a required feature 
regardless of site soil 
classification.


